Task 1: Constructing an Interview Schedule
A semi-structured interview is a way to gather rich, extended, first-hand accounts that are suitable for qualitative analysis. The aim is to create a situation that enables participants to tell their story in their own words. Such interviews are not the only source of qualitative data, but they are very common.
Although a semi-structured interview is not a fixed series of questions like a questionnaire, there is usually an interview schedule. This is a loose and flexible agenda that allows researchers to prepare for such an interview. For example, they might want to think in advance about the wording of complex questions, how to introduce sensitive topics, and so forth. By memorizing a schedule, the interviewer can create the conditions for a reasonably natural conversation while making sure the key points of interest are not left out. If the interviewer is well-prepared and relaxed, there is a better chance that the participant is also relaxed and will provide more extended and revealing responses.
Since you may be completely new to the topic of qualitative data collection, you will be approaching the following tasks ‘cold’, relying on your common sense and general experience of social interactions. We can then consider your answers in the light of established methodological guidelines.
Task #1
Imagine that you are working on a research project about experiences of sustainable living. You are using a qualitative method that requires rich first-hand accounts from individuals currently engaged in sustainable practices. You are constructing an interview schedule in preparation for a series of semi-structured interviews.
The lead researcher on the project has proposed the following interview questions in order to address the main concerns of the study. He or she is asking for your suggestions. Look over the questions carefully and note any problems with each. (Some ‘answers’ for this task will be posted after the session).
1. Can you tell me about your life, please?
2. What motivated you to start adopting sustainable practices in your daily life?
3. Do you ever feel overwhelmed by the challenges of living sustainably?
4. Have you made any significant sacrifices to maintain your sustainable lifestyle?
5. Do you think people from your community are more inclined to adopt sustainable practices?
6. Do many of your family and friends know about your efforts to live sustainably? How do they react? Are they supportive or do they make it harder for you to maintain these practices?
7. Do you feel optimistic about the future given your efforts to live sustainably?

Task #2
Come up with a better interview schedule for this study.

Task 2: Qualitative analysis practical: Interpretative Phenomenological Analysis
1. Review the Lecture on Coding Process:
· Hopefully by now you have seen the third part of the lecture for this week, in which I explain the coding process in qualitative research. You might want to have a look through your notes now to remind yourself of the key points.
2. Initial Familiarization with Data (5-10 minutes):
· You will now do some of your own coding on an extract of data related to children's emotional responses to climate change. This can be done individually or in groups of 2-4. Start by just reading the extract (middle column) carefully a few times. At this stage, you’re not trying to interpret or make judgments. Just make yourself familiar with the content.
3. Creating Initial Codes (15-20 minutes):
· Now work carefully through the extract and try to create initial codes on the text.
· Don’t rush this step! Try to code as densely as in the example from the lecture (i.e., commenting on pretty much every line of the extract, probably with at least as much text in your notes as in the data). Try to use a variety of the three main types of initial code (you could use colored highlighters or underlining etc., to distinguish the different types of code):
· Descriptive: Close to participant’s explicit meaning, key things that matter to them, taken at face value.
· Linguistic: Ideas about why things are put in a certain way (e.g., hesitation, rewording, choice of metaphor, pronouns and passive voice, etc.).
· Conceptual: Often in the form of questions, and more abstract style, opening up provisional interpretations.
4. Identifying Emergent Themes (10 minutes, or longer if you like):
· Are there any emergent themes that you could apply to this extract or portions of it? This would be good to discuss together with other students.
· Here again is Smith’s (2009) definition of emergent themes:
· “…an attempt to produce a concise and pithy statement of what was important in the various comments attached to a piece of transcript. Themes are usually expressed as phrases which speak to the psychological essence of the piece and contain enough particularity to be grounded and enough abstraction to be conceptual.”

